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plain of Zabulon, and the south-western, from the
plain of Esdraelon ; while on the north-east are
the lands of Galilee, and on the south-west those
of Samaria.
The fixed inhabitants are estimated at about
two thousand; five hundred of whom are ca-
tholic Christians, about three hundred Maro-
nites, and two hundred Mohammedans; the rest
being schismatic Greeks. These are all Arabs
of the country, and, notwithstanding the small
circle in which their opposing faiths meet, it is
said, to their honour, that they live together in
mutual forbearance and tranquillity.*
The private dwellings of the town, to the
number of about two hundred and fifty, are
built of stone, which is a material always at
handj they are flat-roofed, being in general
only of one story, but are sufficiently spacious
and commodious jfor the accommodation of a
numerous poor family. The streets are steep,
from the inclination of the hill on which they
stand, narrow from custom, and dirty from the
looseness of the soil.
Of the public buildings, the mosque is the
most conspicuous from without, and it is indeed
* la the time of Volney, the friars here were the farmers of
the country. He observes, that under the government of
Daher, they were obliged to make a present to every wife he
married; and he took care to marry almost every week. Vol-
ney s Travels, vol. ii. p. 229.
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